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less than one-half of the cropped land, while as compared with it
the areas under oats, barley, flax, hay, and clover have all under-
gone a more than proportionate increase; during the same period
live-stock farming has likewise become much more important.
Between 1914 and 1925 the total number of cattle in the Prairie
Provinces was doubled, though since then there has been no marked
advance. This is regrettable, because mixed farming is essential to
the country. The fertility of the soil, which has been seriously
affected by continuous crops of grain, can best be restored by the
use of farmyard manure and the cultivation of leguminous plants.
Weeds can be more effectively dealt with when the land is occa-
sionally put under grass, and with a rotation of crops there is not
the same danger of fungoid diseases or insect pests becoming estab-
lished. On the economic side, also, mixed farming offers certain
advantages. It tends to better methods of tillage, and allows for
the more profitable use of by-products such as straw, which at pre-
sent is often burned where cattle are not kept. A more varied
production will also provide some of the raw materials required for
industry by the urban communities, and will render them less
dependent upon the wheat-grower than they are at present.
The subject of communications will be dealt with in a later
section. The development of railways is absolutely essential for
the economic welfare of the north-west, but, as there is no reason
to believe that it will be wanting, the subject need only be
mentioned here.
As the Winnipeg Basin is underlaid mainly by Cretaceous and,
in places, Tertiary materials, those metallic minerals found associ-
ated with the older rocks are generally absent. The mining
industry is therefore confined to the exploitation of the seams of
coal, varying from lignite to sub-bituminous and bituminous, which
are found over the greater part of Alberta south of the fifty-fifth
parallel, and extend eastwards into Saskatchewan. Lignite is found
in the Cypress Hills and Wood Mountains of southern Saskatchewan,
and is also believed to exist in Turtle Mountain in Manitoba. The
principal mining centres at the present time are in the vicinity of
Drumheller (north-east of Calgary), Edmonton, and Lethbridge in
Alberta, and Estevan on the Souris River in Saskatchewan, but
there are many small mines scattered over the country, especially
in Alberta, where it is said that almost every rancher owns one,